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Research on Some Controversial Issues in Educational Discipline in China

FENG Bang.ZHANG Ting
(School of Educational Science s Hubei Normal University s Huangshi 435002, China)

Abstract: In order to implement the fundamental task of fostering morality and cultivating students,
on November 22, 2019, China’s Ministry of Education released a draft of comments on “Primary and
Middle School Teachers Implementing Educational Discipline Rules”. In the education and teaching
management, education punishment is an unavoidable and important issue. The opinion draft has a-
roused great concern from all walks of life. This paper uses the literature method to analyze the con-
troversial problems in China’s education punishment. The research on educational punishment is con-
troversial in four aspects: its concept, boundary, necessity, and research perspective of implementa-
tion basis. Conceptual disputes focus on whether education punishment is an education or management
method, and the purpose of punishment is to focus on moral education or order maintenance; bounda-
ry disputes focus on whether the punishment object should include academic problem behavior and
whether the punishment method should include corporal punishment; education punishment imple-
mentation basis is controversial around whether it should be based on motives or consequences. Schol-
ars have doubts about the necessity of education punishment. Some scholars believe that education
punishment is an indispensable part of the education process. On the contrary, some scholars believe
that education punishment is not necessary to be practiced in educational activities. This article be-
lieves that educational punishment, as an educational method aimed at educating people and morals, is
reasonable and necessary, and the establishment of the discipline boundary should be scientifically jus-
tified by sticking to the academic rigorous attitude.Sorting out and analyzing several disputes will help
further deepen the research on educational punishment.In the future, China’s education punishment
research still needs to overcome the two core problems of vague definition of education punishment
and the absence of disciplinary regulations.

Key words: educational punishment; educational methods; educational order; academic issues; disci-
pline rules
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