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A Survey of Rural Teacher Flow from the Perspective of ERG Theory

LUO Mengyuan,ZHANG Kangkang
(School of Education Science s Henan University , Kaifeng 475000,China)

Abstract: The reasonable flow of teachers is of great significance in the development of rural compulso-
ry education, but the current flow of rural teachers in China is still not optimistic. Based on the litera-
ture and survey analysis, this paper found that the problems of teacher mobility in rural areas are
mainly reflected in “single flow direction”, “prominent deficit of young teacher mobility”, “high ratio
of teacher mobility with high academic and professional titles”. ERG theory provides a perspective for
exploring the deep causes of poor mobility of rural teachers, including the pursuit of survival needs,
relationship needs and growth needs of rural teachers. In view of this, we should improve the salary of
rural teachers to meet their survival needs; toimprove the management of rural schools and to create a
harmonious and democratic atmosphere to meet rural teachers’ relationship needs; pay attention to the
rural teachers’ will of self-fulfillment to meet theirdevelopment and growth needs. Considering the
multi-level needs of teachers and adopting targeted incentive measures, we should avoid “frustration-
regression” in teachers’ development and promote the rational flow of rural teachers.

Key words: ERG theory; Maslow’s hierarchy of needs; teacher turnover; compulsory education; rural
teachers; the “frustration-regression” phenomenon
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