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Characteristics and Inspiration of the Latest Revision of Japanese High School History Courses

YUAN Congxiu

(Southwest University » School of Teacher Education , Chongging 400715 ,China)

Abstract:Japan published the latest version of “High School Study Guideline Commentary” in March,
2018. This revision reflected new trends of the development in Japanese high schools, as it was the
most extensive revision since World War II. It also indicated the change from“liberal education”to “vi-
ability education” in Japan. The new history curriculum in the high school, including “General Histo-
ry”. “Exploration of Japanese History”, and “Exploration of World History” formed a “Compulsory
&. Elective, General History &. Special Topics” curriculum system based on human development. The
contents of new curriculum highlighted the relationship between Japanese History and World History.
The learning style of “Theme&.Inquiry” was also advocated. Based on the analysis of the characteris-
tics of Japanese high school history courses, this paper concluded horizontal relationship between Chi-
nese history and world history, and inspirationsincluding making inquiring learning reflected by cur-
riculum contents.

Key words: Japan;history courses in the high school; quality and ability; inquiring learning
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