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Technology-Enabled Innovative Development of Smarter Education
—— An Interview with Dr. ZHU Zhiting, A Pioneering Researcher of Smart Education in China

ZHU Zhiting, PENG Hongchao
(School of Open Learning and Education s East China Normal University .Shanghai 200062 ,China)

Abstract: Dr. Zhu Zhiting is a pioneering researcher of smart education in China. He and his team have
been working on smart education for nearly a decade,and have created a complete ecosystem of smart
education. This ecosystem includes the ecological concept of smart education,the ecology of the learn-
ing environment, the ecology of teaching methods,the ecology of learning methods.,and the ecology of
teacher development,etc. Dr. Zhu believes that smart education should not just enjoy the “conven-
ience” brought by technology, but more importantly, cultivate talents who are good at learning and
creating. The essence of smart education is a future education paradigm that optimizes the teaching
process and promotes the development of learners through human-computer collaboration. The phi-
losophy of education that Dr. Zhu has always adhered to is the “ecological view”. He has built a smart
teaching ecology and smart learning ecology to serve teachers and students in smart education. He be-
lieves that smart learning does not need to be stuck in a fixed framework. Dr. Zhu has a motto: “Edu-
cational technology works should love the new and never tire of the old”. This claim has been verified
by educators’ action of “keeping teaching and learning at home” during the epidemic. Dr. Zhu made
suggestions for the professional development of smart teachers in the new era. The development and
changes of smart teaching are normal, which leads to the short-term “qualification” of teachers.
Therefore, the most important thing for teachers is to continue to work hard to develop data wisdom,
teaching wisdom,and cultural wisdom. He believes that it is unwise for teachers to focus all their en-
ergies on mastering more abilities. He advocates that the professional development of teachers in the
new era should be refined, role-oriented, and team-oriented, and he also provides an evaluation plan
with Chinese characteristics for teacher’s professional development.

Key words: smart education;smart learning environment; human-machine collaboration;integrated ed-
ucation;teacher development
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