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The Identity of Academic Teacher Educators to Construct

LIAO Wei, WANG Zhaoxuan

(Teacher Education Research Center ,Beijing Normal University ,Beijing 100875,China)

Abstract; Academic teacher educators refer to the ones who go on to prepare teachers and do resear-
ches on teacher education right after they graduate from their highest-degree education. They usually
lack the preparation in subject areas or K-12 teaching experiences, but their work is highly subject-
specific and practice-oriented. Chinese academic teacher educators face a variety of challenges in con-
structing professional identity.including facing the crisis of justifying their professional legitimacy of
being a teacher educator,experiencing a slow and long process of identity construction,and receiving
limited external force/support to construct a professional identity of teacher educator. Based on our
synthesis of the existent studies in China and other countries,we suggest three strategies that would
be helpful to Chinese academic teacher educators’ construction of their professional identity. These in-
clude:1) engaging with,understanding and positively influencing the practice of K-12 school teachers;
2) enacting reflective, progressive,and lifelong learning in practice;3) learning from and with others
in professional communities.

Key words: academic teacher educators;construction of professional identity;educational practice;life-
long learning; professional community
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