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Reconstruction of Teachers’ Role from the Perspective of the Ethics of the Other

CAI Wanyi
(Faculty of Education ,Shaanxi Normal University s Xi'an ,710062,China)

Abstract; The teacher-student relationship is the basic relationship formed in the process of education
and teaching. From the perspective of intersubjectivity, the teacher-student relationship is an unrealis-
tic and symmetrical ethical relationship that responds to each other. In such a relationship,the positio-
ning of teachers’ role falls into some realistic plights, such as insufficient listening and response to
students,the ambiguity of teachers’ “responsibility subject” and the deviation of “self-benefiting”.
From the perspective of the ethics of the other, the teacher-student relationship is an asymmetrical
ethical relationship,in which students as “the others” have absolute differences,and teachers are the
main body of responsibility with “for-others” and have unlimited liability for students’ development.
Taking Lévinas’'s “the ethics of the other” as the logical starting point,this paper reconstructs the role
of teachers and proposes that teachers are the responders of students’ “
infinite responsibility for students’ development, the guardians of students’ differences,and the care-

speaking”, the instructors with

givers of students’ inner hearts.
Key words: ethics of the other; teachers’ role; teacher-student relationship; intersubjectivity; ethical
relations
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