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Restoring our “Inner Space” in Education in the Era of Technology:
An Interpretation of William Pinar’s Ideas
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Abstract ; What,indeed.does technology mean for human beings and education? William Pinar cautions
us that technology is not merely a convenient and advanced instrument that we take advantage of,
rather,it defines human beings’ purposes and nature, which poses threats to education instead of op-
portunities. He reminds us the importance of restoring the “inner space” of human beings in the age of
technology to realize real educational purposes. The “inner space” is essential for each human being:it
is where human subjectivity is located and the prerequisite of dialogic encounters with others. In our
time saturated with technology,exhibitionist culture and narcissist tendency go viral. Cyborg identities
invade the unique and consistent “inner space” of human beings. Education is exiled in the face of
technology. Technology blurs the boundary between information and knowledge; misguides the nature
of study as well as makes education forget about its true concerns. Pinar emphasizes, to protect and re-
store our “inner space”, education could transform itself through reactivation of the past, being at-
tuned to the now and encouragement of conversations.

Key words: technology; “inner space”;education;curriculum; William Pinar
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