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From Pedagogical Content Knowledge to Signature Pedagogies:
An Effective Approach to Junior Faculty Development

FU Guopeng', Will Valley”,PEI Xinning'
(1. College of Teacher Education sEast China Normal University sShanghai 200062 ,China ;
2. Faculty of Land and Food Systems ;University of British Columbia sVancouver V6T 1Z4,Canada)

Abstract ;: Pedagogical Content Knowledge (PCK) and signature pedagogies are two important educa-
tional concepts developed by educational theorist Lee Shulman. PCK attends to individual teacher’s
professional development while signature pedagogies focus on the intellectual, technical, and moral
legacies of a discipline. Encouraging junior faculty members to align curricula with domain specific
signature pedagogies has the potential to enhance understanding of the deep structure in signature
pedagogies and the structure of subject matter content knowledge, both of which are the premises and
foundation of PCK. The enhancement of PCK, in turn, may lead to the improvement of faculty
members’ teaching practice. The case of professional development for teaching assistants at the Uni-
versity of British Columbia revealed that developing and clarifying signature pedagogies might be an
effective approach to faculty members’ professional development because it reveals subject matter
content knowledge structure while integrating how best to impart a certain body of knowledge into
teaching practice and develop future professionals.

Key words: pedagogical content knowledge; signature pedagogies; professional development; college
teachers;new teachers;teaching skills
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