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The Transformation and Logical Relationship of Contemporary
American Teacher Quality Accountability Mechanisms

ZHAO Ying ,CHENG Yan

(Teacher Education College s Shanxi Normal University s Taiyuan Shanxi 031031,China)

Abstract: The real prospect of teacher quality accountability in the U.S. is shaped by the joint force of
government, professionals and the market. All the three forces, though different in its origin, focus
and emphasis,value the importance of teacher quality and are committed to the theoretical construc-
tion and practical effort to guarantee and improve teacher quality. Since the 1980s, three orientations
of teacher quality accountability have not only gained a gradual improvement at theoretical and practi-
cal levels,but also undergone a development period featured by mutual learning and mutual support.
Eventually,a mixed mode of teacher quality accountability mechanism is established to maintain con-
tinuous improvements of teacher quality. Drawing on the American teacher quality accountability
model and based on China’s reality, the core of promoting the establishment of teacher quality ac-
countability mechanism is to establish a kind of institution,namely the third-party teacher quality ac-
countability institution,a large-scale student academic achievement database,and three mechanisms,
namely teachers’ quality annual report mechanism, teacher education evaluation certification mecha-
nism, teachers’ quality funding effectiveness accountability mechanism.

Key words: teacher quality; accountability mechanism; national orientation; professional orientation;
market orientation
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