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Empirical Research and the Establishment of Educational Science:
An Interview with Professor YUAN Zhenguo from East China Normal University

YUAN Zhenguo, HUANG Zhongjing
(Faculty of Education ,East China Normal University ,ShangHai 200062 ,China)

Abstract: Empirical research is fact and evidence-based research. It is a spiritual embodiment and
theoretical requirement based on rationality,including doubt,independence, public welfare,reform and
so on. It has the typical features of objectivity, quantification, specific conclusion and verifiability.
There is a common ground among educational research and other scientific research on conditions and
features of knowledge accumulation, such as the knowledge accumulation of the flexibilities,
competition of knowledge accumulation, circularity of knowledge accumulation and complexity of
people. The discovery of educational research is a gradual and cumulative process with no ending. To
accelerate the growth of knowledge, pedagogy must focus on scientific questions, constantly deepen
questions and strengthen empirical research. The increase of educational scientific knowledge needs
the breakthrough and innovation of research methods. Educational empirical research is key in
increasing educational scientific knowledge,knowing the laws of education,and improving the level of
educational decision-making. We should strengthen the study of learning science, interdisciplinary
integration,and educational governance in a digital era. For future researches,it is necessary to further
strengthen the educational empirical research, promote the educational experimental research,enhance
the causal inference research,and raise the educational scientific research to a higher level.

Key words: educational science;empirical research;educational law;educational decision-making
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