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Weiyu: Inheritance and Innovation of Teachers’ Functions:
Exclusive interview with Professor Zhang Shiya of Southwest University

ZHANG Shiya,ZHANG Yan
(Center for Studies of Education and Psychology of Ethnic Minorities in
Southwest China s Southwest University s Chongqing 400715,China)

Abstract; The symbolic attributes of human beings determine that human knowledge is the product of
the combination of heritage and innovation. Knowledge of educational activities encompass all aspects
of Weiyu,such as that between human and nature, that between different groups of human beings,
that between individuals, and that of individuals. Teaching and learning in traditional educational
activities are completed with the help of the mediation of the symbol system, which differs greatly
from those in modern educational activities. Modern educational activities are continuously evolving
with the updating of technologies such as the internet and artificial intelligence, which has also
presented us with unprecedented challenges. Specifically,the development is manifested as disruptive
changes experienced by traditional educational objects, teaching environment,and teaching methods,
which have fundamentally changed teaching and learning models. Due to these changes, teachers are
required to hold onto the concept of integrating heritage and innovation, and pay more attention to
developing students’ thinking ability to shape the teacher as a professional role in the new era. This is
also particularly important for teacher’s education,that is, Weiyu in the new era.

Key words: Weiyu; functions of teachers; educational inheritance; educational innovation; cultural
symbol;thinking development
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