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Understanding the Nature and Rationale of China’s English Curriculum
— An Explicit Interpretation of English Curriculum Standards for Compulsory Education (2022 Edition)

MEI Deming
(China Center for Language Planning and Policy Studies
Shanghai International Studies University sShanghai 200083, China)

Abstract: The newly issued English Curriculum Standards for Com pulsory Education (2022 Edition)
serves as the guiding compass for advancing English education at the compulsory education stage in
China’snew era. Anunerring understanding of the EnglishCurriculum Standards, in this regard., is key
to transforming the English education curriculum from blueprint to practice. And in a similar vein, an
unerring understanding of the nature and rationale of the curriculumelaborated in the Curriculum
Standards largely pre-conditionstheunerring understanding of the Curriculum Standards. For that
reason, this paper focuses on the typological and defining features of modern English and the lingua
franca position it takes in the contemporary world, the instrumental and humanistic nature of the
English subject, and thevalue and role ofEnglish education in China’s compulsory education.
Meanwhile, the paper attends to the discussion of the competency orientation the curriculum
assumes, the grade-scale system it establishes, as well as the projectedcontent, the proposed
methodology, theadvocated evaluation criteria for academic achievementand the required technological
resourcesspelt out in the Curriculum Standards, with a focus on the educational bearings, value
alignment and fundamentalrationale ofChina’s English curriculum for compulsory education.

Key words: English Curriculum Standards for Com pulsory Education (2022 Edition); nature of
China’s English curriculum; rationale of China’s English curriculum; growth of subject core
competencies
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