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The Development of Research on Pedagogical Content Knowledge and Its Value

YAN Yintang
(Shanghai Teacher Training Centerof Development Planning Divison s Shanghai 200233, China)

Abstract:In 1986, Schulman put forward Pedagogical Content Knowledge (PCK), which has become
the most influential concept in research on teaching and teacher. Since 2000, PCK research has made
significant progress,gradually disengaging from the comparative analysis of the novice teachers and
expert teachers, case study of PCK development and other qualitative research orientation, and
advocating large-scale data analysis and in-depth case study. With PCK as an empirical model, by
measuring teachers’ real performance of PCK, this paper discusses the relationship between PCK,
teaching quality and students’ academic achievement, and reveals the influencing factors of the
development of PCK, which provides important enlightenments for the research on PCK in China. In
terms of methodology,based on mixed research, this paper elaborates the mechanism of PCK in the
classroom situation. In terms of the policy research, this paper, based on the accurate measurement
and status analysis on teachers’ PCK, form the teacher education policy on teachers’ admission and
training. In the aspect of teachers’ professional development, training course resources should be
developed based on the characteristics of PCK at different development levels, and a learning
environment should be constructed for teachers to support the growth of PCK.

Key words: Pedagogical Content Knowledge; teaching practic; teacher training; mixed research;
empirical model
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