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Research on the Program and Curriculum of Master of Special Education in China

LIU Quanli
(College of Special Education ,Beijing Union University ,Beijing 100075,China)

Abstract : Based on the curriculum plans of four affiliated colleges and four representative local colleges
which represent the high level of special education in China, this paper analyzes the current situation
of the curriculum setting of special education in China. It can be seen that: First, the curriculum
setting of basic degree courses of seven colleges and universities are in line with the guiding
requirements for master of education of National Steering Committee of Education Degree in
Education Chereinafter referred to as Steering Education Committee), and two of the required
professional courses of three institutions are roughly the same as the requirements of the Steering
Education Committee while five institutions have their own curriculum; Secondly, the requirements
for practical teaching of two institutions are roughly the same as the requirements of the Steering
Education Committee while five institutions have their own systems of requirements for practical
teaching; Thirdly.the elective courses of master’s degree in special education in the special education
colleges of these eight universities all exceed the 6 credits stipulated by the Steering Education
Committee. Due to the strong particularity of special education, compulsory courses and elective
courses vary greatly among colleges and universities,and the uneven distribution of class hours,it is
suggested that the Steering Education Committee establish relevant standards for master’s degrees in
special education. The new standard should strengthen the curriculum setting of cultural subjects in
special education (pedagogy) majors,and strengthen the curriculum setting of pedagogy,psychology.,
and special pedagogy in non-pedagogy majors.

Key words: special education;professional master; master of education; master program; curriculum de-
sign
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