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An Analysis of the Difficulties and Transformation of American University-Based Teacher Education

YANG Jie, WU Luke
(Faculty of Education s Henan University  Kai feng 475004 ,China)

Abstract; Since the end of the 20th century, American university-based teacher education has been
declining in the circumstances of reform and deregulation, facing difficulties such as plain curriculum
structure,decline in students enrollment,increasing uncertainty of financial support and competition
from the alternative teacher certification programs. Due to a lack of the system for resolving the
dilemma of teacher education development, hence it is difficult to meet the American social
development demands on a basis of subordinate relationship between colleges of education and
universities. By discussing the "surface characteristics” of the decline of American university-based
teacher education,this article probes into the "fundamental causes" of the declining status of teacher
education,and comprehensively explores the basic principles of the transformation of university-based
teacher education in the U.S.. Taking education itself into consideration, American university-based
teacher education should readjust the relationship between normal quality and academic quality,
strengthen the partnership with stakeholders, actively respond to the dual needs of quality and
quantity in the teacher employment market,improve some teacher education programs and establish
its own development advantages. As for teacher education per se,people should also take the initiative
to break the dichotomy between teacher preparation models and institutional categories so as to make
a great cause with a collection of various beneficial development elements.

Key words: university-based teacher education;declining status,deregulation;transformation
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