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A Study on the System of Subject Choices in National Senior Certification in South Africa

MIAO Xuejie, LIU Zhenfang
(College of Education s Henan Normal University s Xinxiang 453007, China )

Abstract: Since the implementation of the new round of college entrance examination reform in China,
“subject choices” policy has gained successful experience, but is still facing some practical difficulties.
In South Africa.since the implementation of the subject choices,the guiding and supporting system of
subject choices has been set up,which is led by examination institutions,supported by subject choices
in high schools, guided by majors in university,and assisted by some social institutions, and carried
out under the principle of different subjects giving different scores . But it also reflects practical
dilemma during the implementation process,such as the shrinking of group science subjects, utilitarian
guidance in high school, subject selection relying on grades, and conflicts in class arrangement.
Taking South Africa as a mirror, subject choice and support system should optimize the top-level
system design in the future, so as to prevent the utilitarian oriented game risk in high-stakes
competition;expand industry practical experience to promote the combination of subject choice and
career planning; promote the link between high schools and universities to strengthen the organic
connection between “search upward” and “ spread downward”; improve the subject choices
management mechanism to optimize the system of dynamic teachers coordination and class
arrangement.

Key words: college entrance examination reform; subject choices; students’ choice; career planning;
admission examination system;South Africa
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