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A Study on the Effects of Syntactic Structure on the Readability of Chinese Texts

WEI Xiaona, YAN Min
(College of Teacher Education sSouthwest University ,Chongqing ,400715 China)

Abstract ; Text readability is an important reference index for teaching and test of reading,but the fac-
tors that affect the readability of Chinese texts still need to be explored. Taking the discussion text in
the Chinese National Volume II of the College Entrance Examination in 2018 as the experimental
text,in order to explore the effect of syntactic structure on the readability of modern Chinese texts,we
changedcomplicated long sentences into short sentences with relatively simple structure,and designe-
dquestions for testing.By analyzing the data of students’ reading time and scores,we found that syn-
tactic factors can affect the reading speed and low-level reading ability of modern Chinese text except
high-level reading ability. This conclusion has the following implications for reading teaching and tes-
ting. The first is to take a serious attitude towards the teaching value of speech form,and attach im-
portance to the teaching significance of text content. The second is to break through the “Language-pla-
ying” reading form,instead,to pay attention to the training of advanced reading ability. The third is to avoid
the random selection of reading test materials,and control the difficulty of the questions in tests.

Key words: syntactic structure;Chinese texts;readability;reading teaching;reading test
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