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The Review and Implications of Research on Teachers’ Professional Insight

LI Rangmei, CAO Yiming

(School of Mathematical Sciences s Beijing Normal University s Beijing 100875 ,China)

Abstract: As a practical wisdom of teaching, teachers’ professional insight plays an important role in
transforming teachers’ knowledge, teaching beliefs,and teaching goals into observable teaching behav-
iors,which is also a crucial competence to implement student-centered instruction and promote the de-
velopment of students’ thinking. In recent years,teachers’ professional insight has gradually become
one of the important topics in the field of teacher education and has been widely concerned by re-
searchers. Based on the literature analysis, this study summarized the research progress of teachers’
professional insight in the following four aspects,namely,connotation,characteristics factors and pro-
motion strategies,in order to provide implications for localized research in China. The findings are as
follows. Teachers’ professional insight emphasizes teachers’ selective attention to important informa-
tion and making explanations based on prior experiences and personal knowledge. The ability of pro-
fessional insight is contextual and purposeful, which is demonstrated by accurately perceiving infor-
mation and making pedagogical reasoning. Teachers’ professional insight is influenced by their teach-
ing experience and professional knowledge,while the influences of teachers’ beliefs, teaching goals and
teaching situations on their insight need to be further determined;methods like collective observation
and discussion,and training course of teaching skills can effectively improve teachers’ professional in-
sight. At present,the research on teachers’ professional insight in China is still at the initial stage. In
the future,we should focus on the following three aspects:improving the research on the characteris-
tics of Chinese teachers’ professional insight to improve their in-class teaching quality;exploring the
influence mechanism of professional insight in terms of teachers’ emotional motivation, to provide
more theoretical explanations on how to improve their insight;paying attention to the improvement of
professional insight of pre-service and in-service teachers, to achieve effective teaching for students’
understanding.

Key words: professional insight;teacher education;selective attention;pedagogical reasoning;practical wisdom
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