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Government-Funded Normal University Students’Cognition and Choice of the
Teaching Profession from the Perspective of Empowerment Theory

WANG Xianxian, NIU Xinchun

(Institute o f Higher Education s Fudan University sShanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: It is of great significance to understand the cognitive development and changing process of
government-funded normal university students on the teaching profession during the normal education
period,and to explore the factors that are conducive to the formation of the positiveidentification of
government-funded normal university students on the teaching profession for the evaluation of the
policy of government-funded normal university students and the optimization of the implementation of
the policy. Through interviews with 42 government-funded normal university students from a normal
university under the Ministry of Education,based on the empowerment theory analysis, we found that
the cognition and choice ofgovernment-funded normal students during the time of receiving normal
education,is the empowerment process of facing weak powercondition, self~-awareness awakening, ac-
tively seeking dialogue, gaining teachers’ professional meaning and independently choosing to teach.
Therefore, normal universities should strengthen entrance education, create opportunities for dia-
logue,and cultivate normal students’ rational cognition on the responsibilities and difficulties of teach-
ing profession,construct normal culture and strengthen teaching belief of government-funded normal
university students,

Key words: government-funded normal university students;professional cognition of teachers;empow-
erment theory;professional identity;normal culture
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