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“A Strict TeacherProducesExcellent Students”
On the Reconstruction of the Image of “Strict Teacher” in the New Period

BAN Zhen',LIU Yang’
(1. School of Teacher Development sChongqing University of Education sChongqing 400065, China ;
2. Chongqing Experimental High School ,Chongqing 401312, China)

Abstract: As an educational saying or proverb,the traditional teaching concept of “a strict teacher pro-
duces excellent students” has profound educational implications. With the development of society,the
referents of “a strict teacher” and “excellent students” appear to be generalized. At the same time,
there are also differences in people’s understanding of “a strict teacher produces excellent students”.
In this regard,we should dialectically understand the concept of this famous educational maxim from
three aspects:the main topic of “a strict teacher can produce excellent students”, the antithesis of “a
strict teacher cannot produce excellent students”,and the joint topic of “a strict teacher can produce
excellent students depending on conditions”. Whether a strict teacher can produce an excellent student
is affected by various elements of the complicated educational system. Of course, this mainly depends
on teachers,students and educational environment,and“a teacher” is not the only element. As far as
the conditions of teachers are concerned,there is a standard for whether they can be considered as real
strict teachers,without“unreasonable strictness” and “blind teaching”. For various reasons,there are
many misunderstandings of the meaning or implication of “a strict teacher” in reality,as well as prob-
lems of insinuating the declining of strict teachers. Therefore,it is necessary to explore the reasonable
requirements for strict teachers. The idea that “a strict teacher produces excellent students” needs to
be interpreted reasonably to reshape the image of “strict teachers”. The reconstruction of the image of
“strict teacher” should focus on four aspects. First,the teacher should be strict with self-discipline and
virtue.Second, the teacher should bestrict and moderate, which refers to disciplining students accord-
ing to educational laws and regulations. Third,the teacher should be strict and compassionate. This is
rooted in morality and faith, which enhances teachers sense of responsibility to devote themselves and
actively guide students.Fourth, the teacher should be strict and lawful, which means integrating theory
with practice. Teachers show their abilities to discipline students in order to truly practice the funda-
mental task of establishing moral integrity in cultivation.

Key words: “ Astrict teacher produces excellent students”;teacher-student relationship;image of strict
teachers;to establish virtue and cultivate people;teacher development
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