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Teacher Development from the Perspective of Process Philosophy:
Circumstance, Prospect and Direction

LIN Ziyuan, WEI Shanchun

(College of Educational Science s Nanjing Normal University , Nanjing 210097 ,China )

Abstract;In the new era, teachers should return to holistic development and subjective development
while grounded in professional development. At present,the following problems exist in teacher de-
velopment in China. The intrinsic value of teachers is obscured. The subjectivity and creativity of
teachers are suppressed. The growth of teachers’ basic literacy is neglected. Whitehead’s philosophy
of process,which emphasizes the intrinsic value of things,creation purport, process essence and rela-
tionship thinking,can provide new ideas for teacher development to overcome these dilemmas. Based
on this theory, we can see that the interactive symbiosis of intrinsic values and external values, the
self-renewal of the teachers as a subject, the dynamic transformation of each development stage,and
the growth of teachers’ whole life constitute the ideal picture of teacher development. In order to pro-
mote teacher development from professional development to holistic development with broader conno-
tations, teacher development should respect individual differences and take the subject consciousness
of teachers as the base, step into the rhythm of development and provide support throughout the
process of pre-service training and post-service training, integrate development contents to promote
the overall improvement of teachers’ literacy,and integrate development platforms to create an open
and co-growing development ecology.

Key words: teacher development; process philosophy;intrinsic value; holistic development; rhythm of
development
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