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The Evolution Track of Chinese Traditional Curriculum Thought.
Sensibilization , Rationalization and Legalization

JIA Zhiguo'*

(1. College of Teacher Education ,Zhejiang Normal University »Jinhua 321004 ,China ;
2. Institute of Child Development s Jinhua Polytechnic ,Jinhua 321007 ,China)

Abstract:In line with the overall context of the development of Chinese culture,the evolution of Chi-
nese traditional curriculum thought has mainly experienced three major stages of development: Sensi-
bilization, Rationalization and Legalization. In the Sensibilization period,early Confucianism,represen-
ted by Confucius, Mencius and Xunzi, more established the logical starting point of education on the
basis of the emotional resonance shared by everyone,the emotional target in the curriculum goal, the
emotional integration in the curriculum content, and the “taking a close example” in the curriculum
implementation strategy. In the period of Rationalization, the four Taoists of the Northern Song Dy-
nasty represented by Zhou Dunyi,Cheng brothers and Zhang Zai actively learned from the enlighten-
ment experience of Buddhism and Taoism,and insisted on rebuilding the spiritual and moral beliefs
within the Confucian intellectuals in a logical, speculative, deductive, objective, rational and other ra-
tional identification way. The goal of the curriculum is “reason”,the content of the curriculum is “tra-
dition” reconstruction,and the implementation of the curriculum is “self satisfying”. During the peri-
od of Legalization,the successors of Taoism represented by Lv Zugian,Zhu Xi, Lu Jiuyuan, etc. , took
private academies as the stage, devoted themselves to “legalizing” the achievements of moral recon-
struction, cultural reconstruction and social reconstruction, with the help of “academic rules” with
strong constraints,or “gradual realization” or thorough introspection (insight) with reason to achieve
the “Confucian effect” in education. In the sense of Taoist spirit,the downward diffusion of the Taoist
spirit and the local purity of customs is valued,and it adheres to the solemn and clear moral goals (sa-
ges and local sages). It constructs the ideological system of curriculumin the mature sense of “aca-
demic tradition”, emphasizing geographical system, morality building and kung fu (virtue respect,
learning and practice) ,and the“positive legalization” (private academies, personal styles and academic
exchanges) of teachers,etc.
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