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An Explorationof Core Essence and Ideological Essence of Doll’s Post-Modern
Curriculum View from the Perspective of “Metaphor” and “Self-Organization”

ZHOU Jiangiang, YANG Wenjing
(College of Education ,Capital Normal University ,Beijing 100037,China)

Abstract: The post-modern curriculum view of William E. Doll, Jr.,is a critical thinking curriculum
view that has had an important and far-reaching impact on China’s curriculum reform. Doll emphasi-
zes the use of “metaphor” to elaborate post-modern curriculum theory. He also emphasizes the role of
“self-organization” and attaches importance to the subjective development, progress,and growth of in-
dividuals in the process of curriculum learning. Using “metaphor” and “self-organization” as research
perspectives,this paper explores the dynamic,open, multi generative,descriptive “conversational” cur-
riculum “deconstruction” and ontological meaning “reconstruction” through “metaphor”,and analyzes
the deconstruction,construction,and reconstruction patterns from the perspective of “explicit and im-
plicit” and “self-organization” of “individuals and groups”. This paper attempts to promote practical
exploration through theoretical interpretation,further proposes the creation of “curriculum education
suitable for the future growth and development of each student”,and deeply explores the generation
mode of Doll’s post-modern “dance-based curriculum”,hoping to promote curriculum construction of
“Chinesecharacteristics”conducive to practical operation.

Key words: William E. Dole, Jr.; post-modern curriculum; curriculum philosophy; metaphor; self-or-
ganization
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