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Putting the Dreams into Practice: Multi-dimensional Understanding and
Reconstruction of Young Teachers’ Professional Identity:
A Case Study of a Middle School Chemistry Teacher

ZHANG Jun',DONG Qiujin’

(1. College of Teacher Education s Southwest University ,Chongqging 400715,China ;
2. School ofContinuing Education s Xinjiang Normal University sUrumqi830054,China)

Abstract : Teachers’ professional identity is the core and the internal guarantee of teachers’ professional
development. The research uses the methodology of ethnography and the theory of teachers’ profes-
sional identity to study and explain the understanding and reconstruction of a young middle school
chemistry teacher’s professional identity. The research suggeststhat young teachers are in the field of
educational action,and their understanding and construction of professional identity are constrained by
educational habits,which also highlights the initiative given by the times. On the one hand,education-
al habits affect the construction of young teachers’ identity. As teachers of examination subjects, they
need to be proficient in teaching materials teaching skills and test questions,and make targeted prepa-
ration for the test,so that students can get good scores in the test, which helps teachers themselves
“stand firmly on the platform”. On the other hand, with the development of information technology
and the transition from virtual cyberspace to realphysical space,teachers are provided with a broader
space for communication and a channel for voice and dialogue. Young teachers achieve a multi-dimen-
sional understanding and reconstruction of their professional identity in extensive interaction and self-
presentation.

Key words: professional identity of teachers;teachers’ identity;teacher role;role reconstruction;young
teachers;professional development
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