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The Historical Evolution, Realistic Problems and Reasonable Approaches of
Labor Relations between Universities and Teachers in China

ZHANG Jindan

(Education Research Institute  Xiamen University s Xiamen 361005,China)

Abstract: The labor relations between university and teachers are based on knowledge production and
academic work,reflecting specific rights and obligations. They represent the sum of legal,economic,
and social relationships between universities and faculty members. Since the establishment of the
People’s Republic of China, the labor relations between university and teachers have undergone dis-
tinct stages:the period of institutionalization, the era of title management, the phase of appointment
and employment,and the era of diversified employment. These stages have respectively displayed cen-
tralized,autonomous, contractual ,and complex characteristics. Presently, the labor relations in China’s
higher education face three main challenges. These are inadequacies in the legal framework leading to
legal relationship issues,shortcomings in the economic system intensifying economic conflicts,and de-
ficiencies in management systems leading to disharmonious social relations. These issues manifest in
unclear legal rights for faculty,imbalances in legal status,significant income disparities,and a lack of
professional belonging. In the new era, university and teachers’ labor relations require the establish-
ment of legal relations centered around labor laws,economic relations guided by principles of fairness
and effectiveness,and social relations guided by human-centered harmony. This approach will promote
harmonious development of university teachers’ labor relations in the new era.

Key words: university teachers;labor relations;professional title management;diversified employment;
sense of professional belonging;fair and effective
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