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The Theories and Practices of Phenomenon-based Learning From Finland
—Interview With Professor Kirsti Lonka of University of Helsinki

Kirsti Lonka' ; QIAN Wendan®?, TANG Xin®, WANG Jun'*?
(1. Faculty of Educational Sciences sUniversity of Helsinki . Helsinki 00014, Finland ;
2. Sino-Finnish Joint Learning Innovation Institute . Beijing Normal University ,Beijing 100875,China ;
3. School of Education sShanghai Jiao Tong University s Shanghai 200240 ,China ;
4. Faculty of Psychology sBeijing Normal University ,Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract ; Since the 21st century,Finnish students and teachers have consistently performed excellently
in the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) and the Teaching and Learning Interna-
tional Survey (TALIS) conducted by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD). The high quality of its education system has attracted global attention and interests. In the
new curriculum reform at 2016, the concept of Integrative Instruction and Multidisciplinary Learning
Modules was introduced in the Finnish National Core Curriculum For Basic Education, which corre-
sponds to Phenomenon-based Learning (PhBL) in school practice. Through this reform,Finland is es-
tablishing a unique Finnish approach to interdisciplinary competences and integrated teaching meth-
ods. Professor Kirsti Lonka, as a prominent figure representing the concept of Phenomenon-based
Learning in Finland,has deep research foundation and rich practical experience. Nearly the past two
decades, Professor Lonka, based upon the original idea of Maijaliisa Rauste-von Wright, has continu-
ously made her contributions in the concept formation and development process.Professor Lonka has
not only trained future teachers with interdisciplinary competences in teacher education programs,
equipping them with creativity, curiosity, transversal competence and problem-solving skills, but has
also advocated for supports at various dimensions such as school leadership,flexible scheduling,form-
ative assessment,and shared leadership to facilitate the smooth implementation of Phenomenon-based
Learning in schools. In the face of current challenges in PhBL reform,Professor LLonka emphasizes the
importance of addressing the emotional challenges that teachers may experience when implementing
this new approach. She suggests it can be an opportunity for teachers to develop skills in pressure
management, emotional management skills, as well as social and emotional competences. Professor
Lonka also discusses the need for a diverse,comprehensive and 21st century competences-oriented as-
sessment of Phenomenon-based Learning, which provides valuable insights for educators worldwide
interested in learning Phenomenon-based Learning approach from Finland. Therefore, this article not
only aims to clarify some misunderstandings about the concept of PhBL,but also provides crucial in-
sights for the Interdisciplinary Themes in the Chinese compulsory education curriculum which imple-
mented from 2022.

Key words: Phenomenon-based learning; multidisciplinary learning;teacher education;school practices;
assessment methods;international application
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