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Self-Image of Preschool Teacher Ethics: An Analysis Based on Grounded Theory

YU Zeyuan', WEN Xuan®

(1. International College s Southwest University sChongqing 400715,China ;
2. Faculty of Education sSouthwest University ,Chongqing 400715 ,China)

Abstract; Teachers’ ethical development should include voices of teachers, with its fundamental ap-
proach involving advocating for teachers to reconnect with real-life experience and utilizing diverse re-
search methods to construct a comprehensive teacher ethical theory. Following the paradigm of
Grounded Theory.we carried out field investigation of teachers through open and face-to-face inter-
views to understand preschool teachers’ perceptions and comprehension of teacher ethics. This process
reveals four core categories and twenty-four main categories in teachers’ ethical framework. The four
core categories are ethical aspirations,emotional commitment to ethics,ethical determination,and eth-
ical behaviors. Notably,ethical aspirations are guided by a sense of care,emotional commitment by be-
nevolence, determination by psychological resilience, and ethical behaviors by a child-centered ap-
proach. These teacher ethical images reflect the distinct professional characteristics of preschool
teachers,offering a vivid portrayal of their work and enriching the landscape of preschool teacher ethi-
cal theories. Furthermore, they provide a novel perspective on ethical development. Drawing on the
construction and analysis of teacher ethical images, this study presents several recommendations for
the development of preschool teacher’ ethics. The first is to establish a multidimensional support sys-
tem for teacher ethics. The second is to cultivate teacher ethics through the integration of Chinese tra-
ditional culture. The third is to enhance teachers’ psychological resilience using protective factors. The
fourth is to shape a positive teacher image through stories that exemplify ethical conduct.It is sugges-
ted that future research on teachers’ ethics should continue to be rooted in the authentic experience of
teachers and sharing compelling stories of ethical teaching practices in China. This approach will con-
tribute to the development of a distinctive educational academic and discourse system with Chinese
characteristics.

Key words: teachers’ ethics; preschool teachers; structure of teachers’ ethics; dimension of teachers’
ethics;index of teachers’ ethics;care ethics;grounded theory
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