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Positioning of Excellent Teachers from the Perspective of Social Role Theory:
Coding Analysis of Grounded Theory Based on Global Teacher Prize Candidates

HU Rui' ,ZHU Menghua® , NING Bo'

(1. Research Institute for International and Com parative Education ,Shanghai Normal University sShanghai 200234 ,China ;
2. School of Education sShanghai Normal University sShanghai 200234 ,China)

Abstract: Exploring the roles of outstanding teachers in a global perspective is of great significance to
the construction of China’s teaching force in the new era. From the perspective of social role theory,
we explore the role expectations of the Global Teacher Prize and analyze the role practices of the 60
Global Teacher Prize candidates with rooted theory coding. The analysis found that the role maps of
outstanding teachers were shaped by the role expectations of the Global Teacher Prize and the role
practices of outstanding teachers. There are six types of roles of excellent teachers in the global per-
spective:; collaborators of multiple subjects,leaders of educational reform,watchdogs of educational eq-
uity,servants of peer development, shapers of global citizenship, and empowers of student develop-
ment. The role definition of excellent teachers in the global perspective has the following inspirations
for the cultivation of excellent teachers in the new era of China.Firstly, finding the right role and an-
chor the development coordinates.Secondly, clarify the role expectations and base on the role practice.
Thirdly,draw on the evaluation standards and point out the direction of development.Fourth, shape
the values and improve the competence quality.

Key words: excellent teacher;role orientation;role expectations;role practice; Global Teacher Prize;the
Social Role Theory
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