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Authentic Contextual Teaching in the Context of New Curriculum Standards:
Meaning, Characteristics,and Strategies

WANG Jian',ZHANG Wenxi®

(1. Jinghengyi Education College s Hangzhou Normal University s Hangzhou 311121,China ;
2. Faculty of Education sYunnan Normal University s Kunming 650500, China)

Abstract; The new curriculum reform plan for basic education in China puts emphasis on enhancing
the implementation of curriculum by creating authentic contexts. Authentic contextual teaching,rooted
in the concept of authentic contextual curriculum,is an educational philosophy advocated by the new
curriculum standards. It involves the creation of authentic situations that permeate teaching consist-
ently. This approach strengthens the connection between knowledge learning and students’ experi-
ences,real-life situations,and societal practices,thus establishing a link between teaching activities and
students’ real-world experiences. Authentic contextual teaching is distinct from pseudo-contextual or
artificially created contextual teaching in that it prioritizes authenticity.It also differs from traditional
contextual teaching by integrating contextual elements throughout the learning process. Furthermore,
it distinguishes itself from compartmentalized subject-specific teaching by being comprehensive. It al-
so differs from listening-based teaching and promotes an active approach. When implementing authen-
tic contextual teaching, teachers need to master design strategies, implementation strategies,and as-
sessment strategies. Teachers should draw from real-life experiences, select authentic contextual mate-
rials,and integrate and adapt them to design authentic contextual teaching. Teachers should also cate-
gorize and organize teaching based on the types of contextual materials, creating learning outcomes
and teaching cases for application in the teaching process,thus achieving authentic contextual teach-
ing. Finally, Teachers should establish a holistic evaluation system for authentic contextual teaching,
focusing on effectiveness in daily life, student effectiveness,and subject effectiveness. This three-di-
mensional evaluation system encourages reflective practice in authentic contextual teaching.Implemen-
ting an integrated approach to teaching and assessment in authentic contextual teaching can facilitate a
shift in the learning paradigm from “what to learn” to “how to learn” ultimately enabling the develop-
ment of core competencies in students.

Key words:authentic contextual curriculum;authentic contextual teaching;the effectiveness of life;the
effectiveness of individuals;the effectiveness of disciplines;the integration of teaching,learningand e-
valuation
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