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An Empirical Research on the Construction of Teachers’ Identity and Its
Practice Patterns in Synchronous Classrooms :
From the Perspective of Practice Community Theory

ZHANG Jiawei' ,BAI Jing®,LI Ying'
(1. School of Education sSoochow University s Suzhou 215021, China ;
2. Faculty of Education ,Beijing Normal University ,Beijing 100875,China)

Abstract: The implementation of synchronous interactive hybrid classrooms,facilitated by information
technology.is a significant approach to the promotion of balanced and high-quality development of re-
gional education. From the perspective of the practice community theory,this study collected empiri-
cal research data with the methods of in-depth interviews and classroom observations. The study focu-
ses on 6 teaching teams and 20 teachers from them,examining the process of teacher identity con-
struction and team practices in synchronous classrooms. The findings of the study reveal that both
teacher identity transformation and team practice processes are filled with tension and challenges al-
though the synchronous classroom project has designed a “lecturer-assistant” teacher role structure.
The identity of teachers in high-quality schools is formed through the negotiation of “I am the leader
and facilitator” and “I must live up to the expectations of my students”,resulting in states of full par-
ticipation and peripheral participation. On the other hand, the identity of teachers in disadvantaged
schools is formed through the negotiation of “I am the helper and beneficiary” and “I am still directly
responsible for my students”,resulting in states of peripheral participation and boundary participation.
The tension in teacher identity construction also shapes the practices of teaching teams at the concep-
tual,interpersonal,and practical levels,indicating that not all teaching teams naturally form a teacher
community of practice.

Key words: synchronous interactive hybrid classroom;constructionof teachers’ identity ; community of
practice; balanced development of education;education informatization
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