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“Silver-Age Teacher Action Plan” : An Alternative Pathwayfor
Teacher Supply in the Context of Aging Population

JIANG Fan
(Faculty of Education s East China Normal University s Shanghai 200062 ,China )

Abstract: In August 2023, the National Silver-Age Teacher Action Plan was launched. It is the result
of the combined influence of political, policy-related,and problem-driven factors,representing a tran-
scendence of the traditional teacher supply model. The plan embodies the policy guidance in the con-
text of “aging population”, the accumulated practice of social welfare organizations,the alleviation of
rural teacher shortage,and the four-dimensional value dimensions constituted by political , economic,
educational,and life values.The “Silver-Age Teacher Action Plan” aims to awaken the self-awareness
of “silver haired” teachers,fully utilize the advantages of retired teacher resources,promote the essen-
tial transformation of teacher resource allocation from “supplying” to “making full use of available re-
sources” ,and thereby achieve equitable and quality rural education. The implementation measures of
the plan mainly includeestablishing positions as needed with timely dynamic adjustments,decoupling
from established quotas with an emphasis on flexible management,combining firmness and flexibility
while establishing an assessment system,and tailoring measures to ensure financial support. Govern-
ments at all levels and schools should create conditions for “silver-age teachers” to contribute their ex-
pertise and foster a social environment of respecting and loving the elderly,let them showcase their
talents and make a difference in their old age.

Key words: “Silver-Age Teacher Action Plan”;retired teacher resource; balanced urban-rural educa-
tion;teacher supply model;construction of teaching staff
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