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The Ethical Dilemmas and Ethical Decision Making of Teachers in the Educational Practice

ZHOU Kunliang

(Teacher Development Research Department ,Shanghai Teacher Institute ,Shanghai 200041, China)

Abstract: Teacher ethics refers to the pursuit of “goodness” and the suppression of “evilness” by
teachers in their daily teaching, manifested in their teaching objectives,attitudes,discourse,and behav-
ior. Teachers will inevitably encounter many ethical conflicts in their teaching. Theymainly face eight
types of ethical dilemmas in educational practice,including fairness issues, student behavior manage-
ment,conflicts between curriculum reform and exams, conflicts between school administrative man-
agement and teaching,conflicts between investment and return, conflicts between teacher beliefs and
parental beliefs,conflicts between colleagues,and conflicts between different principles. In the face of
these ethical dilemmas, three professional ethical decision-making approaches are mainly adopted by
teachers:one is based on virtues,which centers on “human virtues or moral qualities”,and takes per-
sonal virtues or qualities as the basis for ethical decision-making and conduct; The second is a rule-
based approach, which is centered around rules, and takes a series of ethical norms, principles, and
guidelines as the basis for ethical decision-making and conduct; The third approach is based on predic-
tion , which focuses on “the predicted behavior outcomes”,and takes the possible outcomes of behavior
as the basis for ethical decision-making and conduct. Three suggestions have been put forward in view
of the professional ethical dilemmas that teachers actually face, namely, the construction of teacher
ethics needs to pay attention to the ethical dilemmas in specific educational scenarios and their solu-
tions; The decision-making path of professional ethics for teachers should shift from singular to inte-
grated one;Schools should establish an ethical dialogue and negotiation system.

Key words: teacher ethics;ethical dilemmas;ethical decision making;ethical conduct;ethical dialogue
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