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Research on the Mechanism of Professional Capital Accumulation and
Professional Growth Promotion of Rural Teachers

HUANG Xijaolin

(School of Information Engineering » Xi'an University ,Xi'an 710065 ,China)

Abstract ; On-the-job learning of rural teachers is of great significance in breaking the slow professional
growth of rural teachers and improving the overall quality of the teaching staff. Using situational in-
terviews to collect relevant data and conduct case studies, this study aims to explore the issue of pro-
fessional capital accumulation in the in-service learning process of rural teachers and explore effective
ways for their professional growth. From the perspective of professional capital accumulation, re-
search has found that:on the one hand,rural teachers face three dilemmas in the process of in-service
learning,namely the structural lack of social capital in rural teacher groups,the internal and external
difficulties of individual human capital and decision-making capital accumulation,and the lack of the a-
bility to reproduce professional capital in their communities of practice. On the other hand, the oppor-
tunity for rural teachers to achieve rapid accumulation of professional capital during their in-service
learning process lies in whether they can gain recognition from the community. Therefore, building a
mechanism for accumulating teacher professional capital and promoting professional growth requires
stimulating internal motivation while also leveraging external incentives. From the perspective of ex-
ternal system,the construction of the teaching staff and the incentive mechanism for teacher profes-
sional growth are the institutional guarantees for social capital flow and the external driving force for
human capital to play a role. From the perspective of internal system,social capital provides opportu-
nities for the accumulation of human capital,supplements decision-making capital. Human capital and
decision-making capital mutually constrain and promote each other, which is the foundation of social
capital circulation and provides necessary guarantees for the “quality” improvement of social capital.
In addition.it is an effective way to promote the professional growth of rural teachers to establish a
rural teacher learning community composed of outstanding teachers, backbone teachers, and novice
teachers,and to guide the flow and growth of various elements of rural teachers’ professional capital.
Key words: rural teachers;teachers’ professional growth;community of practice; professional capital;
on-the-job learning
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