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Cultural Translation: Public Practice in Family-School Communication of Rural Teachers

TANG Meijuan

(School of Education , Inner Mongolia Normal University s Huhehot 010022 ,China)

Abstract ; Parental participation is an important measure of educational reform in our country. It is also
crucialin the high-quality development of rural education.Improving parents’ educational ability has
become an important issue in rural education reform. However,in the process of “top-down” transmis-
sion led by rural teachers, modern ideology of education cannot enter the daily educational life of par-
ents,and the cultural “separation” between rural family and school is formed,so that the communica-
tion between family and school is blocked. Through the analysis of ethnographic research data,we find
that rural parents have a set of educational meaning system which is different from the ideology of
modern education. It is shaped by local cultural tradition,realistic social situation and daily life logic.
Only with the help of two-way “cultural translation” can rural teachers and parents find the “connec-
tion point” of the two educational knowledge systems,and then achieve the improvement of both sides
in equal communication.In this way,rural family-school communication can get out of the “center-af-
filiated” hierarchical structure and become a public practice.

Key words: cultural translation; family-school communication in rural area; local knowledge; public
practice
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