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Challenges and Development Trends in Teacher Education:
An Interview with Professor Lynn Paine from Michigan State University

Lynn W. Paine' , YE Juyan®,ZHENG Xin®,ZHENG Ziyun®
(1. College of Education sMichigan State University .East Lansing ,48824 ,USA
2. Center for Teacher Education Research of Beijing Normal University . Key Research Institute of
Humanities and Social Sciences for Universities sMinistry of Education ,Beijing 100875,China ;
3. Institute of Curriculum and Instruction s East China Normal University , Shanghai 200062 ,China)

Abstract ; This article is based on an interview with Lynn W. Paine,an internationally renowned schol-
ar in the field of teacher education and professor at Michigan State University. It explores the trajecto-
ries,challenges and future prospect of global teacher education development. Drawing upon Professor
Paine’s academic experiences,the article outlines the shifting priorities of teacher education research in
the U.S. across different periods,and highlights the importance of interdisciplinary perspectives,such
as sociological approaches,in shaping teacher education. She also explains the institutional and philo-
sophical foundations that have enabled Michigan State University to maintain a leading position in
teacher education, including a strong integration of research and practice in teacher preparation, a
multi-tiered yet goal-oriented teacher education system,an emphasis on cross-disciplinary learning for
preservice teachers,and robust collaboration among teacher educators,as well as a strong commitment
to internationalization. Regarding how Chinese scholars can effectively share the story of Chinese
teacher education on the global stage,Professor Paine emphasizes the need to first situate similarities
and differences within international and comparative frameworks. She also encourages leveraging
China’s rich research and practical experiences to contribute to shared global challenges in teacher ed-
ucation. Finally,in addressing the uncertainties facing the field,she suggests that teacher should con-
front value conflicts, while maintaining a critical yet hopeful stance and fostering positive self-concepts
at the same time.

Key words: Lynn W. Paine;teacher education;disciplinary construction;international dialogue
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