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A Study on Post-Service Default Phenomenon of Local Publicly-Funded
Teacher Trainees Based on Grounded Theory

HE Xueting, GENG Libo,GOU Feifei

(School of Education Sciences s Northwest Normal University s Lanzhou 730070 ,China)

Abstract: The policy of publicly-funded teacher-training programmes is a major national initiative to
improve basic education in villages,and an important safeguard for improving the quality of teaching
and learning in village education. Defaulting on contracts by local publicly-funded teacher trainees not
only wastes educational resources but also hinders the development of education. Through one-on-one
semi-structured in-depth interviews with local publicly-funded teacher trainees who have completed
contract termination,are in the process of termination,and have termination intentions, the study a-
dopts the three-level coding method of the grounded theory to explore and analyse the influencing fac-
tors and generating mechanisms of local publicly-funded teacher trainees’ intention to default on their
contracts and to think about the strategies to improve the post-service retention rate of local publicly-
funded teacher trainees. The study found that:the low sense of professional identity becomes the in-
ternal push force for local publicly-funded teacher trainees to choose post-service default;the shortage
of resources,heavy workload and interpersonal relationship troubles in village schools become the ex-
ternal push force for local publicly-funded teacher trainees to default after serving;psychological sup-
pression and physiological discomforts are the specific representations under the joint action of inter-
nal and external push forces.and are the individual’s personal perception of reality,which strengthens
the intention to default. Based on this,it is suggested to improve the retention rate of local publicly-
funded teacher trainees from three aspects: strengthening professional identity to enhance teachers’
sense of belonging to their hometowns;providing diversified support to enhance teachers’ job satisfac-
tion;and strengthening psychological interventions to enhance teachers’ emotional regulation.

Key words:local publicly-funded teacher graduates; post-service default; grounded theory;village edu-
cation;village teachers;teacher culture
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