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Characteristics, Themes,and Potential Directions of Teacher Education Reform in China:.
An Analysis of the Three Rounds of the National Teaching Achievement Awards Since 2014

ZHAO Ying',CUI Mengfei' ,FU Yu*
(1. School of Educational Sciences sShanxi Normal University , Taiyuan 030031,China ;
2. People’s Education Press,Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: As the “engine” of educational development,teacher education plays a pivotal role in cultiva-
ting a high-quality, professional teaching workforce. The National Teaching Achievement Award, a
condensed summary of educational reform outcomes across institutions, serves as a powerful model
and benchmark. This study conducts a systematic analysis of the three rounds of the National Teach-
ing Achievement Award in the field of teacher education since 2014, revealing four distinctive features
of China’s teacher education reform:the diversity of teacher groups involved, with primary and sec-
ondary school teachers’ professional development at its core;landmark reforms concentrated signifi-
cantly in eastern regions; institutions mainly composed of normal universities play a main role in
teacher education reform,among which ministerial normal universities perform prominently;the main
body of teacher education reform led mainly by single institutions,alongside a growing trend toward
multi-institutional collaboration. Keyword frequency analysis of the award-winning projects identifies
several key areas of reform and innovation teacher education models,rural teacher team building, pre-
service teacher practical teaching systems, preschool teacher quality improvement, and collaborative
education mechanisms. Looking ahead,considering the comprehensive implementation of the national
strategy to build a strong educational system,future high-quality teacher education reform will likely
focus on innovating models for National Excellence Program,collaborative quality enhancement, edu-
cator spirit development, major teacher education,science teacher education,and evidence-based teach-
er education.

Key words: teacher education;national teaching achievement award; practical teaching system for nor-
mal university students;collaborative education mechanism;educator spirit
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