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The Evolution Logic and Prospects of China’s Ecological Civilization Education Policy:
An Analysis Based on Historical Institutionalism

YUAN Liping
(Faculty of Education s Shaanxi Normal University s Xi'an 710062, China)

Abstract : Ecological civilization education policy refers to a set of laws,regulations,plans and measures
formulated by the state to promote ecological civilization education. Since the founding of the People’s
Republic of China,such policies have gone through four stages:initial exploration with environmental
protection as the core, consolidation and strengthening under the guidance of sustainable develop-
ment, transformation advancement guided by ecological civilization, and the in-depth development of
the harmonious coexistence between human and nature. From the perspective of historical institution-
alism,China’s political system,economic structure, social culture and other institutional factors have
laid the prerequisite for the change of ecological civilization education policy,and its path dependence
is reflected in the continuity of policy implementation methods and the inheritance of policy tools. The
dynamic interactions and negotiations among the government and other stakeholders in the aspects of
interest coordination, power distribution and information communication jointly draw the evolution
path of China’s ecological civilization education policy. In the new stage of historical development,en-
hancing the adaptability of ecological civilization education policies requires the government to moni-
tor macro-environmental trends and assess their potential policy implications,anchor the development
direction of ecological civilization education policies around the goals and requirements of ecological
civilization construction, strengthen the advantages and effectiveness of ecological civilization educa-
tion policies, build an ecological civilization education policy ecosystem,stabilize the support system of
ecological civilization education policies,optimize the institutional support structure of ecological edu-
cation policies. These efforts will ensure that ecological civilization education plays a key role in na-
tional sustainable development,and make positive contributions to achieving the grand goal of sustain-
able development of the Chinese nation.

Key words: ecological civilization;ecological civilization education;educational policy;historical institu-
tionalism ; Chinese modernization
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