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The Existence of Teachers in the Age of Digital Intelligence:
Realistic Difficulties and Practical Path

MA Ruiting, LV Hanxue
(Department of Education sEast China Normal University sShanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: The construction of teacher team in the age of digital intelligence is the key to promoting
“Internet + education”. However, the revolution of intelligent technology has plunged teachers into
multiple dilemmas;the technology weakens the physical presence of teachers,erodes teachers’ peda-
gogical discourse power and lowers teachers’ sense of identity, trapping them into a predicament
marked by the “diminishment” of physical presence,the disenchantment of knowledge and value anxi-
ety. As the primary agent of education in the age of digital intelligence,teacher’s role is co-shaped by
three interrelated dimensions: the physical field, the knowledge field and value field. The body field
plays the role of the base, the knowledge field assumes the core function of education and the value
field is the foundation of the teacher’s role. Through theoretical examination of the practical challen-
ges to teachers’ existence,this study proposes the following pathways for breakthrough:“Technologi-
cal Embodiment”,the physical existence path under the perspective of technological phenomenology,
offers a path to reaffirm teachers’ physical presence in educational practice and calls for abandoning
the rational concept of technology supremacy and adopting embodied intelligent technology. “Dialogic
teaching” is a reconstruction path of pedagogical discourse power under the theory of dialogue educa-
tion, which continuously produces new knowledge and fosters critical thinking through the collabora-
tive dialogues among teachers, students and machines. “Emotion”, an intermediary element in the
change of interactive subject,symbols and environment,is a pathway for enhancing teachers’ sense of
identity from the perspective of symbolic interactionism.

Key words: digital intelligence age;teachers’ existence;physical existence;knowledge teaching;identity
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