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Students’ Tacit Knowledge of Writing and Its Acquisition

70U Jiarui, RONG Weidong

(College of Teacher Education »Southwest University sChongqing 400715 ,China)

Abstract: Tacit knowledge, like explicit knowledge,is a crucial component of an individual’s knowl-
edge system. It primarily refers to knowledge deeply rooted in personal behaviors, emotions, experi-
ences,and habits-knowledge that is difficult to articulate systematically in language or writing. It is
characterized by being tacit, personal, and contextual. According to the SECI model, four modes of
transformation exist between explicit and tacit knowledge. Among these,effective acquisition of tacit
knowledge can be achieved through socialization,externalization,and internalization. Students’ writing
knowledge also consists of both explicit and tacit knowledge. Combining existing classifications of
writing knowledge with the nature of tacit knowledge, students’ tacit writing knowledge can be cate-
gorized into three types: contextual knowledge, meaning-making knowledge, and skill-application
knowledge.based on the dimensions of task context, discourse outcomes, and writing skills. These
three types of tacit knowledge, given their distinctive characteristics, have distinct acquisition path-
ways:creating authentic writing contexts to enhance students’ contextual analysis skills engaging in
reflective dialog to externalize meaning-making knowledge.and practicing writing to internalize skills
as tacit knowledge.

Key words: writing knowledge;explicit knowledge; tacit knowledge; writing context;reflective dialog;
writing practice
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