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Teacher Education Supply-Side Reform in the Context of Low Fertility and Population Aging:
Value, Logic, and Pathways

DENG Lei,DAI Shaodong.FU Yimiao
(College of Teacher Education s Southwest University ,Chongqing 400715,China)

Abstract : Supply-side reform aims to unlock productive capacity and boost competitiveness from the
supply and production side in order to achieve macro-control regulatory goals and structural optimiza-
tion. China has now entered a stage of population decline, where a precipitous drop in births will
shrink school enrollments and constrain the labor force, thereby compelling a comprehensive reform of
education.Recognizing teacher education supply-side reform as the key lever for advancing educational
quality,the state has recently enacted a series of top-level policies to optimize the teacher-supply land-
scape and drive systemic upgrades. From a systems perspective, the value orientation of supply-side
reform in teacher education can be specified as follows:it is an essential task for adapting teacher edu-
cation to demographic transformation;it is an effective response to society’s new expectations for
teachers;and it is the necessary pathway to improving quality and optimizing structure. Taking con-
crete policy programs as the entry point helps to clarify the historical,institutional,and practical logics
of teacher education in the new era. Furthermore, by strengthening professional identity, reforming
preparation models,and building an elite teaching corps,we can deepen supply-side reform in teacher
education to serve the national strategy of building China into a country strong in education.

Key words: low fertility and population aging; teacher education; supply-side reform; outstanding
teachers
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