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A Study on the Factors of Novice Kindergarten Teachers’ Retention
Intention Based on the Grounded Theory

CAI Yingqi, CHEN Xiaolan
(School of Education ,Central China Normal University s Wuhan 430079 ,China)

Abstract: The retention intention of novice kindergarten teachers is related to the stability of teaching
staffs and the educational quality of kindergartens. This study conducted the Grounded Theory analy-
sis on the interview data of 15 novice kindergarten teachers in Quanzhou City and Xiamen City,and
constructed a model of influencing factors on the retention intention of novice kindergarten teachers.
The results show that the retention intentions of novice kindergarten teachers include three types:ac-
tive retention,negative retention and abandonment of retention. The influencing factor model includes
four main categories: professional attitude, professional happiness,job demands and job resources,and
18 initial categories such as professional identity,professional ambition, teaching motivation, workload
and role conflict. Professional attitude and professional happiness exert an internal driving effect, di-
rectly influencing the willingness to stay. Job demands exert an external obstructive effect,and job re-
sources exert an external pushing effect,indirectly influencing the willingness to stay. In order to en-
hance the retention intention of novice kindergarten teachers,the relevant responsible entities of vari-
ous factors need to make joint efforts. Colleges and universities should focus on cultivating the profes-
sional attitude of normal students. Government departments and kindergartens should appropriately
arrange work allocation. Government departments, kindergartens and parents of children should col-
lectively provide adequate professional support and resources for novice teachers.

Key words: novice kindergarten teachers; retention intention; the stability of teaching staff; the
Grounded Theory;career well-being
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