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What Makes a Teacher: A Philosophical Inquiry into the Concept of Shidao in the New Era
——An Interview with Professor Shi Zhongying of Tsinghua University

SHI Zhongying,ZHOU Lingyi
(School of Education s Tsinghua University , Beijing 100084 ,China)

Abstract ;: Professor Shi Zhongying, Dean of the School of Education at Tsinghua University,is a lea-
ding scholar in the field of educational philosophy in China, with extensive research across multiple
domains,including the philosophy of teacher education. This interview focuses on the fundamental
philosophical question of “what makes a teacher” (he yi wei shi) in the context of the New Era,and
explores how the concept of shidao (the way of the teacher) should be understood and practiced in
light of China’s strategy of building a strong educational system. The discussion systematically
addresses teachers’ value orientation, professional mission, contemporary implications, and paths of
practice. Professor Shi proposes a dual theoretical connotation of shidao : At the ontological level,it is
manifested in teachers’ love, trust, and hope for their students; at the axiological level, it refers to
teachers’ ideals,values,and ethical commitments. He further categorizes the motives for teaching into
four progressive levels: teaching for oneself, for students, for the nation, and for humanity. In
addition, he highlights that the Chinese concept of “Jiaoyujia Jingshen” (the spirit of educators)
articulated by General Secretary Xi Jinping,constitutes the concentrated expression of shidao in the
New Era,encompassing six dimensions: lofty ideals, moral integrity,pedagogical wisdom,devotion to
teaching,benevolence toward students,and commitment to transmitting values. Finally,Professor Shi
outlines the practical pathway of “mingdao-xindao-xingdao” (understanding, embracing,and practicing the
way of the teacher),underscoring that teachers must transform their recognition and internalization of
shidao into educational action,thereby turning the spirit of educators into a sustained driving force for
professional growth and educational reform.

Key words: educational philosophy;teacher education; what makes a teacher;shidao (the way of the
teacher) ; the spirit of educators
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