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Alienation of Teachers’ Identity and Its Transcendence in the Context of Modernity

YANG Yuwei

(Institute of Education s Xiamen University , Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract ; Teachers’ identity refers to the professional role positioning formed by teachers in education-
al practice on the basis of social expectations, professional norms and self-cognition. Teachers’ subjec-
tivity,creativity,reflectivity and transcendence constitute the core characteristics of their modern iden-
tity. The excessive pursuit of rationality in modern education has given rise to multiple disciplinary
forces,which have led to the erosion of teachers’ subjectivity by instrumental rationality,the obscura-
tion of teachers’ creativity by technical logic,the dissipation of teachers’ reflectivity by social expecta-
tions,and the hindrance of teachers’ transcendence by utilitarianism. As a result,teachers’ identity de-
viates from the original essence of educating people,thus facing a crisis where the ought-to-be charac-
teristics of its modernity are undermined. Based on the context of modernity, this paper takes the
modern transformation of teachers’ identity in the process of educational modernization as the logical
starting point,clarifies the ought-to-be characteristics of teachers’ modern identity,examines the actu-
al predicament of teachers’ identity alienation in the process of educational modernization,and diagno-
ses the deep-seated contradictions restricting the construction of teachers’ modern identity. Further-
more,it puts forward the transcendental paths: deepening the humanistic connotation of teachers’
modern identity through subjective consciousness, advancing the meaning construction of teachers’
modern identity by tapping teachers’ creative potential, clarifying the value rationality of teachers’
modern identity with reflective awareness,expanding the generative dimensions of teachers’ modern i-
dentity through transcendental practice,and anchoring the educational orientation of teachers’ modern
identity by virtue of intersubjectivity.

Key words: modernity;teachers’ identity;identity alienation;the Chinese path to educational moderni-
zation;subjectivity
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