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The Historical Genealogy and Contemporary Trajectories of Phenomenological Pedagogy :
On the Theoretical Value and Methodological Potential of Phenomenology
in Contemporary Educational Research

YE Xiaoling' , QIU Xiaodan®,ZHOU Yi',REN Le!
(1. School of Educational Science s Nanjing Normal University , Nanjing 210023 ,China ;
2. College of Literature and Journalism s Inner Mongolia Minzu University , Tongliao 028000 ,China)

Abstract ; Phenomenology is not only a philosophy but also a fundamental attitude of thinking and a
philosophical methodology. Its essential spirit of “returning to the things themselves”,along with its
systematic methods of epoché, reduction,and eidetic intuition, holds significant implications for con-
temporary educational research. Since the development from the Utrecht School to the present, Phe-
nomenological Pedagogy has evolved into at least three distinct approaches: The methodological-em-
pirical research employs phenomenological methods to analysis experiences of teachers and students;
the philosophical-theoretical Research conducts theoretical reconstruction based on phenomenological
theories; and the perspective-application research applies phenomenological concepts to educational
practice. As a third path for educational research beyond theoretical and positivist research, phenome-
nological pedagogy helps educational research transcend the reductionism potentially caused by techni-
cal rationality and restore emphasis on the meaning of life and humanistic care in education.

Key words: Phenomenology; Phenomenological Pedagogy;educational research; methodology
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