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Realistic Challenges and Breakthrough Paths in Shaping the Identity of
Rural Teachers among Students under the Targeted Teacher Training Plan

ZHAO Xin'? ,ZHANG Y7

(1. Southwest Ethnic Education and Psychological Research Center s Southwest University »Chongqing 400715,China ;
2. Faculty of Education s Southwest University ,Chongging 400715 ,China)

Abstract; The Targeted Teacher Training Plan addresses a critical gap in the public-funded normal
student training system, providing robust talent support for developing high-quality rural education.
Shaping the identity of rural teacher as the core goal of The Targeted Teacher Training Plan is pivotal
to the initiative’s effective implementation. Drawing on interaction ritual chain theory,this study iden-
tifies three educational dimensions-professional capability enhancement, emotional grounding in rural
contexts,and public responsibility cultivation-as central to their identity formation. Yet challenges
persist: Disconnection from rural cultural environments,weak emotional resonance with rural life,and
diluted symbolic meaning of rural teaching roles impede their identification as rural educators. To o-
vercome these chanlleges,relevant stakeholders must anchor the professional, emotional,and civic di-
mensions of this identity:fostering deep integration of rural modules through the interconnected de-
velopment of knowledge,physical experience and consciousness; nurturing rural attachment via a se-
quential process of sentiment accumulation,activation and internalization;and strengthening the spir-
itual foundation of rural identity through strategies of symbolic transformation, adaptive utilization
and creative reconstruction. These approaches guide students to forge a profound and stable bond with
the rural teacher identity,evolving from outsiders to insiders in rural educational landscapes.

Key words: students under the Targeted Teacher Training Plan;rural teachers;identity shaping;inter-
action ritual chain
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