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A Tracking Study on Identity Metaphors of Outstanding Special
Post Teachers During Their Contract Service Period

JTAN Shigiong, YANG Wengian

(College of Teacher Education sSouthwest University ,Chongqing 400715,China)

Abstract: Identity recognition is a crucial dimension of professional identity. Through identity meta-
phors,this study explores the intrinsic roots of the “stay-or-leave” actions of outstanding Special Post
Teachers in rural schools. Based on a 2-year longitudinal study, data were collected and analyzed
through frequency distribution, mapping relationships,and contextual interpretation of identity meta-
phors among these teachers. The results reveal that in the initial stage of employment, outstanding
Special Post Teachers used metaphors such as “cornerstone” and “all-purpose tool” to identify with
the teaching profession. After 2 years,they adopted metaphors like “versatile practitioner” and “drift-
er”. During their contract service period,the identity metaphors of these teachers showed a shift from
materialistic to humanistic characteristics,accompanied by evident “subjective resistance”. Their incli-
nation to leave after the contract service period stems from insufficient autonomous attachment and
declining proactive development capacity for staying in rural schools. The “Special Post Program”
should first acknowledge the mobility expectations of outstanding Special Post Teachers and shift its
governance philosophy from “forced retention” to “orderly mobility”. Second,it must clarify the pro-
fessional boundaries of rural teachers to enhance their professional status. Finally,it should prioritize
addressing the concerns of outstanding rural teachers regarding their children’s access to quality edu-
cation in county towns.

Key words: Special Post Program;identity recognition; metaphor; tracking research; subjective resist-
ance;outstanding Special Post Teachers
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