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completing the edTPA:a case study of teacher candidates’

A Comparative Study of the Practice-Oriented Teacher Assessment in the United States:
edTPA and PPAT

HONG Ming, LIU Xiaoben, HONG Zhexuan
(College of Education sFujian Normal University s Fuzhou 350007 ,China)

Abstract : Practice-oriented teacher assessment,which emphasizes candidates’ performance in authentic
settings over traditional exams,is a global trend in teacher education. The US-based edTPA and
PPAT are leading performance assessment tools. Both edTPA and PPAT are evidence-based, video-
centric,and aligned with InTASC standards and constructivist principles. However, they differ in fo-
cus:edTPA uses subject-specific designs (28 areas) to assess pedagogical depth,focusing on students’
learning outcomes and the depth of subject teaching, whereas PPAT employs a universal framework
focusing on adaptability and integrating formative with summative assessment. Despite their success
in driving reform and providing feedback, both face challenges regarding cost, fairness, and standard
applicability. These experiences provide critical implications for China. To develop a practice-oriented
assessment model suitable for the Chinese context, it is necessary to balance professional specificity
with universality,avoid potential risks,and integrate local realities into teacher preparation pathways.
Key words: America;ed TPA;PPAT;teacher performance assessment;practice-based
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