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Based on Culture as the Foundation and Education as the Core:
The Theoretical Exploration and Practical Innovation of the Research on the
Education of Excellent Traditional Chinese Culture
—An Interview with Professor Zhou Hongyu from Central China Normal University

ZHOU Hongyu'?,ZENG Jiayi'*
(1. School of Education sCentral China Normal University ,Wuhan 430079 ,China ;
2. Institute for Educational Governance Studies ,Central China Normal University ,Wuhan 430079 ,China)

Abstract: The research on the education of excellent traditional Chinese culture concerns the founda-
tion of education and the future of the nation. Only when education is deeply rooted in the cultural es-
sence can it truly achieve the goal of cultivating people through culture and educating people with cul-
ture. Professor Zhou Hongyu, based on his over 40 years of academic career and research experience,
first expounded the intrinsic connection between culture and education, clarified the core connotation
and unique advantages of the research on excellent traditional Chinese culture education, and then
pointed out that Tao Xingzhi’s life education theory,as a wisdom crystallization for inheriting and de-
veloping excellent traditional Chinese culture, provides important ideological resources and methodo-
logical inspirations for the research on excellent traditional Chinese culture education. On this basis,
Professor Zhou Hongyu,relying on Tao Xingzhi’s research,proposed and promoted contemporary ed-
ucational innovation explorations such as “Life-Practice” education and “Three-Teacher Classroom”.
Finally.he emphasized that educational researchers should take it as their responsibility to build an in-
dependent knowledge system of Chinese education,adopt the important thought method of upholding
tradition and innovation,and take strategic thinking,historical thinking,dialectical thinking.and inno-
vative thinking as the research principles. Along the advancement path of “educational self-awareness
anchoring research direction,cultural decoding extracting ideological core,continuation and innovation
empowering contemporary practice”, we should closely follow the goals of Chinese-style moderniza-
tion and national rejuvenation,and steadily promote the research on excellent traditional Chinese cul-
ture education to a new height.

Key words: excellent traditional Chinese culture;life education theory; Tao Xingzhi research;independ-
ent knowledge system of Chinese education
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