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From Multidisciplinary to Interdisciplinary:
New Trends in the Training of General Teachers in Rural Primary Schools

WANG Minglu'?
(1. Institute of Educational Strategies and Macro Policies China National Academy of Educational Sciences s Beijing 100088 ,China ;
2. Department of Education s Nanchang Normal University s Nanchang 330032 ,China)

Abstract: General teachers in rural primary schools are a product of the shortage of teachers in rural
areas. General teachers’ training practices conform to the requirements of high-quality development of
rural education and solidify the foundation of rural education for a powerful education country. The
development process of general teachers in rural primary schools in China has gone through “natural
general education-active general education-passive general education-conscious general education",
which clearly demonstrates the gradual transformation of their role positioning and training philoso-
phy. It is a concrete manifestation of the iterative upgrading of the training model for general subject
teachers from “multidisciplinary” to “interdisciplinary”. In the field of education,challenges including
the misinterpretation and even stigmatization of general teachers in rural primary schools, their insuf-
ficient identification with rural culture, weak willingness to engage in rural teaching,as well as the low
compatibility between their teaching competence and the demands of rural education,have become re-
alistic dilemmas in the current cultivation of such teachers. In the context of building a powerful edu-
cation country and highlighting the rural attributes and comprehensive characteristics of rural primary
school general subject teachers,it is necessary to:establish a new concept of “comprehensive” educa-
tion and clarify the reasonable boundaries of the connotation of general teachers in rural primary
schools;explore new models for cultivating professional qualities to enhance interdisciplinary abilities;
focus on the new requirements of high-quality and balanced education, boosting the confidence of gen-
eral teachers to teach in rural areas;construct a new mechanism for teacher education collaboration
and strengthen the construction of a community for training general teachers in rural primary schools.
Key words: rural primary schools; general teachers; multidisciplinary; interdisciplinary; excellent pri-
mary school teachers
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